In Israel the first sign of spring, which usualy occurs in or around Tu Beshvat is the flowering of the almond tree, the shkadia. Its intresting to note that the root of the word shkadia means to persevere to be diligent and to be alert. In order for us to accomplish anything in life, to even enjoy the first blossoming of success we must always persevere in spite of everything, be alert to what's around us, and to study all the possiblities. Life is filled with many ups and downs, but if we persevere and are alert and study carefuly the situation we are cast in we will be able to overcome. We will be able to overcome the dreariness or depression of our soul quickly, and like the shkadia bring forth beautiful fruit. I'm very happy to announce that thanks to Rabbi Marc Angel his weekly column on the Torah portion will appear on my website www.josephradinsky.com and that more Spanish Torah Concepts have been added thanks to Sarah Qeyros. Thanks also to Michael Davis for putting them on my website.
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